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On behalf of my brother bishops in ANiC, | commend our Primate’s Easter message to you.

We serve arisen Saviour. The tomb could not hold Him; He broke the chains of sin and rose
victorious over death. “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8, 36 ESV) He is
our hope; He is our victory; He is our life. Thanks be to God!

We join with His Grace, Archbishop Bob, in wishing you the joy of our risen, victorious Lord!
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Bishop Don (on behalf of Bishops Charlie, Stephen, Trevor, Ron, and Malcolm)

ARCHBISHOP'S EASTER MESSAGE

"Go make the tomb secure..."

Pilate invites Jerusalem's leaders to "secure" the tomb of Jesus [Mt.27.62-66]. They "secure" the
tomb with a stone, sealant and soldiers. As if these could contain our Lord Their efforts prove
inadequate. Their materials and means turn out to be no match for the One through whom all things
were made.

In this first year of the life of the Anglican Church in North America we have so much for which to give
thanks. First and foremost is the cross of Jesus Christ, by which all previous securities are undone,
and life comes by death.

There are many tombs which others have tried to "secure" with us inside. There are also some tombs
in which we have been tempted to "secure" ourselves. None of these tombs hold when Jesus is
there.

They can take our buildings and our assets here at home. They can even take our lives, as in far-
flung places like Nigeria and Sudan and Indonesia But Jesus is with all those who embrace Him
above all else, who follow Him to - and through - whatever crosses are asked.

For us as faithful Anglican Christians the efforts by others to "secure" our tombs have failed
miserably, just as they did with the One we call on as Lord and Savior. There has been suffering and
loss, pain and grief, anxiety and fear - these things have been very real, and demanded our very best
efforts, as well as the grace of the Holy Spirit in abundance. "But thanks be to God who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ"[1 Cor.15.57].

As | look across the Anglican Church in North America this Easter - seeing its life, its vitality, its
healing, its unity, its compassion, its forgiveness, its renewal, its multiplication and growth, its
international partners, its clear sense of mission, its appreciation of the transforming love of Jesus
Christ - I think | am understanding the mystery and the truth of Easter better than | ever have before.
| hope you and yours are too. With Jesus it is just not possible to "secure" any tomb.

Easter joy and love to all.
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