
 

First Friday of the Month Call to Prayer January 2016 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-19 ESV 

Welcome to our January 2016 First Friday Call to Prayer. Our aim is to provide you with teaching that 
we trust will be an encouragement to you. We will also provide you with praise items and prayer 
requests coming from within ANiC, ACNA and the Anglican Communion.  

 

Given that the 1st Friday was New Year’s Day, 
we encourage you to set aside Friday, January 
8th, as a day of prayer and fasting for the 
Church in these critical days, ideally gathering 
with other believers in your parish or region for 
corporate prayer at some point in the day. 

Prayer Quotes 

"If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next 
room, I would not fear a million enemies. Yet 
distance makes no difference. He is praying for 
me.”  

Robert Murray McCheyne  1813-1843 

A Church at a Critical Crossroads 

The worldwide Anglican Church is at a critical crossroads that is coming to a crescendo this month. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has requested a gathering of all the primates (the lead bishops of each 
“province”) to meet in Canterbury for five days beginning January 11. At stake is a basic church-
defining principle: Will Christ rule our life and witness through His word, or will our life and witness be 
conformed to the global ambitions of a secular culture? 

If your ANiC parish is anything like mine (St. George’s, Burlington), there are many members who 
come to your church, not necessarily because it is Anglican, but because they sense life there. The 
Gospel is being preached and lives are being transformed and restored – the way Church is intended 
to be. If you fall into this category, you may never have even considered the worldwide Anglican 
Communion, our involvement in it as a diocese of the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA), or 
whether its existence really matters. 

A number of years ago, a small series of booklets was published by what was Anglican Essentials 
Canada entitled The Anglican Agenda Series with the eminent theologian, Dr J I Packer, as the editor. 
One of the booklets, entitled Taking the Anglian Communion Seriously, made this helpful commentary: 

“To most Anglicans the Anglican Communion is more of an idea than a reality in their lives; our 
local congregations and perhaps our dioceses provide the usual limits for our thinking about the 
church. Yet each and every Anglican has a stake in the Anglican Communion. It unites us to 
Christians who share the same heritage of beliefs, same worship patterns, same history, and 
same ways of expressing our faith. The Anglican Communion is our window on the world, 
making us aware of the struggles and joys experienced by fellow Christians in almost every part 
of our planet. Therefore, to play our part in the world church, the church catholic, we need to take 
our Communion and its future seriously.”  

It is my deep desire, dear Friends, to exhort us all to pray for this upcoming gathering at Canterbury. 
Archbishop Eliud Wabukala, the Primate of Kenya and Chairman of the GAFCON Primates Council, 
(please see note at bottom of article for info on GAFCON) has urged us all to pray and has expressed 
his thoughts on the urgency of the situation: 

“This was the reason GAFCON was formed in 2008: to renew a Communion in crisis, drifting 
from biblical truth. While the presenting issue was human sexuality, this was really just one 
symptom of a deeper challenge, the emergence of a false gospel which rejects the core Anglican 
commitment to the truth and authority of the Bible. 
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“GAFCON works to make this fundamental issue of biblical truth clear to Anglicans everywhere 
so that, equipped by God’s word and empowered by His Spirit, we can live under the lordship of 
Christ and make him known as Lord and Saviour to a world in desperate need of Him. 

“The GAFCON Primates will attend the Canterbury meeting, but they are clear that their 
continued presence will depend upon action by the Archbishop of Canterbury and a majority of 
the Primates to ensure that participation in the Anglican Communion is governed by robust 
commitments to biblical teaching and morality.” 

As part of the attending ACNA support team, Bishop Bill Atwood is well versed in the history, the 
strategic importance and inner workings of the Anglican Communion.  He has made this statement: 

“This gathering is a very difficult one because there are two positions that cannot be 
reconciled . . . What is at stake is not “bragging rights.” Orthodox leaders are well aware that 
what is at stake is eternal life and redemption. Those who diverge from revealed Christian 
truth are not just wrong; they are heading toward and leading others to Hell. There is literally 
no other issue that is as important. No temporal issue can hold a candle to the import of 
whether or not people are saved. 

“For more than twenty years, there has been a huge war going on. It has come to a head. The 
decisive battle will be in Canterbury from January 11th to 15th. It will determine the future of 
the Anglican Communion. Please pray! This is not just an institutional kerfuffle. It is a spiritual 
war of epic proportions. Any energy devoted to praying and fasting for this meeting will be well 
invested.” 

It is abundantly clear that the wobbly status quo will not be the result emerging from these strategic 
meetings. It is hard to know exactly all that the Lord wants to achieve here, but one thing we do know is 
that His Name will be glorified and that His kingdom will be enhanced. Sometimes it’s better to not 
have a clear, desired outcome in our prayers, so we can fully put our trust in God and pray, “Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”. Let us specifically be praying for our own 
primate, Archbishop Foley Beach and his small support team, which also includes our Bishop Charlie 
Masters, that they will have great wisdom, discernment, courage and resolute hearts to follow Jesus 
wherever He leads. 

In a recent email, Archbishop Wabukala added these important prayer requests: 

“In particular, please pray that all our Primates, led by myself and our deputy Chairman 
Archbishop Nicholas Okoh, will have: 

 time for good preparation so that we are fully informed and sensitive to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit 

 smooth travel so that we will arrive safely and on time 

 unity so that we will act with one mind and heart 

 strength to resist manipulation and false unity. 

 the desire to please God and not men 

 provision for those Provinces where there might be fear that standing for the truth could have 
negative financial consequences.” 

Please join me in fervent prayer for this historic gathering during the first two weeks of January. May 
repentance be a real hallmark of the moving of God’s Spirit. Let’s stand with these faithful servants of 
God against the strategies of the enemy to bring fear, doubt, accusation, and compromise. May 
Almighty God rule and reign over every minute of the proceedings, and may He be the final authority 
over any decisions that are brought forth from these days! Amen. 

Canon Garth V. Hunt 
prayer@anglicannetwork.ca  

“The GAFCON movement is a global family of authentic Anglicans standing together to retain and restore the 
Bible to the heart of the Anglican Communion. Our mission is to guard the unchanging, transforming Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to proclaim Him to the world. We are founded on the Bible, bound together by the Jerusalem 
Statement and Declaration of 2008, and led by a Primates Council, which represents the majority of the world’s 
Anglicans.”  (From the GAFCOM website:  www.gafcon.org)  

http://gafcon.org/primates-council/
http://www.gafcon.org/
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Praise God … 
 For faithful Anglican primates, bishops, clergy and laity – throughout the Communion – who 

are standing for truth even when their stand for Christ and His Word makes them targets of attack. 

Please pray… 
 Please use the prayer requests given by Archbishop Wabukala (listed in red above) to pray for the 

Primates.  

 For God’s will to be done and for His Name to be glorified at this meeting of Primates. 

 For our primate Archbishop Foley Beach (& Allison) - Pray for great wisdom, discernment, 
courage and strength as he attends this historic gathering at Canterbury beginning January 11th.  

 For Bishop Charlie Masters (& Judy) – Pray for our diocesan bishop as he leads ANiC. May God 
give him wisdom as he serves as part of the Primate’s support team, and may God grant him vision 
for what the outcome of the primates’ meetings may mean for ANiC. Pray also for spiritual 
protection, and spiritual and physical renewal.  

 For Bishop Don Harvey (& Trudy) – Pray for Bishop Don in his roles as ANiC’s episcopal vicar 
and senior chaplain to the ACNA College of Bishops.  

 For ANiC’s suffragan bishops: Stephen Leung (& Nona) and Trevor Walters (& Dede). Pray for 
discernment, energy and grace as they care for their clergy and congregations.  Also pray for 
Bishops Ron Ferris (church planting in Langley, BC) and Malcolm Harding (retired in Brandon, MB). 

 For our Archdeacons: the Venerables Ron Corcoran (Vancouver Island), Dan Gifford (BC), Bruce 
Chamberlayne (Alberta & BC Interior), Paul Charbonneau (Ontario), Tim Parent (Ottawa Valley), 
Paul Crossland (Prairies), Michael McKinnon (New England, USA), and Darrell Critch (Atlantic 
Region & Quebec) – and our Dean of Multicultural Ministries, the Very Rev Dr Archie Pell. 

 For a major awakening, a sovereign move of God in our churches and across our nations like has 
not been seen in our lifetimes. Rise Up, O God we pray. Intervene, O Lord, in the midst of our 
decaying culture and society! Raise up an army of intercessors who will call out to you for a 
mighty visitation of your power and presence! 

 For all ANiC clergy and families, especially those experiencing spiritual and physical attack.  

 For the ANiC congregations that are meeting in temporary rental facilities. May God comfort and 
pour out His blessing on them, giving them solid hope for the future.  

 For the Anglican Relief and Development Fund Canada (ARDFC) as it raises funds for farming 
tools, seeds, goats and agricultural training to address malnutrition and extreme poverty in 3 
villages in Burundi - as well as for emergency aid appeals for Syrian Refugees, Myanmar flood 
relief, and earthquake relief in Nepal.   

 For Canon Andrew White and his ministry team in the Middle East. Pray for courage, safety and 
the provision of basic needs for them and the people that they serve. 

 For those who serve us and are in authority over us – our police forces, our armed forces, our 
emergency responders, our municipal elected officials, our provincial MLAs, MPPs and premiers, 
and our federal MPs and Prime Minister as a new government is formed. 

 For God’s wisdom for world’s leaders with regard to the Ukraine, Syria, Iraq and other troubled 
nations. Pray for the hundreds of thousands of refugees who are seeking safety and asylum in 
Europe and here in Canada. Pray for those churches and communities that are welcoming 
refugees that they may be a witness to God’s compassionate care, both by what they say and do. 

 Pray for protection of innocent civilians – adults and children – who so often are the victims in 
today’s warfare. Pray especially for the many Middle East and African Christians who are brutally 
persecuted for their refusal to renounce their faith in Jesus. 


